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When our church was faced with the challenge of raising more money than we had ever raised
before, we researched, interviewed and considered several firms offering this service,
John L. Hessel & Associates won hands down. '

John's experience and expertise are well documented and quickly realized. The fact that heis
a pastor with long and successful experience as a pastor. This quality is invaluablein
managing a campaign. When the times come, and they will, that a pastor’s heart is needed,
John is there. : - T

As the lead pastor for our campaign, John and I spent many hours together. I attended every
meeting and training session with him. In each instance, John wag professional, .
compassionate, and efficient with our folks' time. I never saw hint eattled or at.a loss for
wisdom. He never, however, preSente ‘ TRswers: rather, b
humble and faithfiil to find: thiefinform
would say, “evsfy Gstic

supportive in each case.
Twasable to calm’

answer is an

nth ‘together as ateam and a
team of teams 4nd.d ; ¢s.we saw the Lord do amazing things in
the lives of Gur-peop ed-themtte ke sacrificial giits and commitrents far
exceeding anything we had, ever done befo: - Yes, e éxceeded our first goal and our second
e bty pit tings Br Lo S B e

Even more importantly, we saw our people come ta virtually every one of our church families
and pray for that family. At no time did our people go to a home to-"sell the program.”
‘Rather, they simply went and prayed. Our church was so impressed and moved by this that
there is a call to repeat the prayer visits at least anmually,.

£ you nesd a capital giving campaign that will resuit in revival in yous church, exlist Jobin L.
Hessel. If you need a consultant who will know and understand the hearts of your people and

staff enlist John L. If you need to talk to someone who has been through a campaign with
John L. Hessel & Associates, call me. I would be proud to talk with you:

"Yours, Because We're His,
kY

g ) ) .

“For our determined purpose is that we may know Him — that we may
progressively fecome more deeply and intimately acquainted with Him ., "

Ot o 1A A e BRadY



November 30, 2011

John Hessel
2465 Boardwalk Place
St. Louis, MO 63129

Dear John:

Thank you for your assistance in our capital stewardship
campaign.

In my opinion, the campaign was successful in three ways.
First | was pleased and blessed at the number of people who
participated in different hands-on aspects of the campaign.

We are grateful for the total amount of commitments. These
are very difficult days economically and the amount that our
people committed will go a long way in assisting with the
building project as well as alleviating the burden on the
regular budget.

| realize this is subjective but | have sensed a growth in the
fellowship of the congregation. For that | am very grateful.

Thank you for your friendship and for your assistance in the
campaign. | pray God’s blessings and encouragement for
you 2nd your family. | hope you have a great Christmas
celebraiion. God bless.

Sincgreily,
il Miller

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH + 210 NORTH A STREET « FARMINGTON -« MISSOURI - 63640
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September 04, 2005
Dear Brother in Christ,
Greetings from Branson, Missouri and Faith Lutheran Church!

Our Capital Campaign “Overflowing Hearts Reflecting the Light of Christ” has
produced member commitments of over $610K toward our proposed building plans.
The intense part of our campaign ended in mid-May and as of August 1st we have over
$90K cash in hand. We thank and praise God for the results and we shall continue to
give him praise, honor, and glory.

Joan Burge has phoned me and mentioned to me that several families who did not
complete a commitment card are giving to “Overflowing Hearts” in addition to their
regular tithe. Again, we praise and thank God. You said it would happen!

John, this was all made possible with your caring and your help, your training and your
leadership. When we partnered with you as our consultant we were not sure what to
expect. Wow, have we been blessed!

I want to let you know that I personally can speak on behalf of all the steering
committee, that your Spirit filled leadership has been a true blessing. We have grown
closer as Brothers and Sisters in Christ. Your Biblical concepts and training on “giving”
principles has been much appreciated. We received more than we had even hoped for
or imagined, especially in our personal growth. What a joy to have had the opportunity
to work with you. Your organization and training skills are outstanding. We would, and
we will, recommend you to others as a Brother in Christ.

May God continue to richly bless you as you work with others, and may your work with
others be as blessed as it was with us.

Finally, may there be many more “Cross Stories” for us all. May your heart continue to

overflow as you reflect the light of Christ.
B
W Y 2

Your Brother in Christ,

E. Geno Brink
Capital Campaign Chairman
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November 21, 2008

~© Mr. John L. Hessel, Consultant
: 2465 Boardwalk Place
: St. Louis, Missouri 63129

Dear John,

: We, at First Baptist Church of Kearney, have now completed the

: commitment phase of our capital stewardship campaign. So far, 124 families
: have committed to give to the Find Us Faithful campaign a total of $597,435
. over the next three years.

:  As program director for Find Us Faithful, I would like to offer my thanks to

. you for your substantial assistance. The campaign was a 3-month whirlwind,
: but a very rewarding experience for me and for the rest of the steering

: committee, and your leadership was so valuable and professional.

You efficiently arranged the campaign calendar and developed a plan to fit
: our specific needs, adjusting when we required flexibility. I was also very

impressed by the campaign manuals and the promotional materials that you
designed for us, and I especially appreciated your assistance in training our

teams and providing telephone and e-mail assistance to all of us who had

questions or needed guidance. You were patient with us and attentive to

every detail.

I think, though, that the most important advantage that you bring to a
campaign involves not just training and materials. You are so energetic and
optimistic, and those qualities are contagious. You are also, quite obviously,
solidly committed to helping advance the Kingdom of God through your
work. You inspired us to forge ahead when some were tired or discouraged.
By your example, you continually reminded us that we need to be about
God’s business.

The total commitment amount puts us midway between the Challenge Goal
and the Victory Goal and will allow us to reduce our debt by more than half
by the end of 2011. This is a very good result, and our congregation is
praising God for His abundant blessing on this project. We are truly grateful
for your partnership with us in this campaign.

Singrely, Z

Lovina Rush
Find Us Faithful
Program Director

Cc: Dr. Ken Parker
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December 10, 2008

John L. Hessel

John L. Hessel & Associates
2465 Boardwalk Place

St. Louis, Missouri 63129

Dear John,

On behalf of our entire Steering Committee, please accept my sincere thanks and appreciation for your excellent leadership in
our Open Our Doors Capital Campaign.

As we have stated before, it became quite clear to our Capital Campaign Committee through prayer and conversation that you
were the right person to lead us. Subsequent events only served to confirm this discernment.

We appreciated your professionalism, your availability, your organization, and your ease with people. We truly enjoyed
working with you. We all are in agreement that we could not have carried out a capital campaign, much less a successful one,
without your leadership and guidance. All of us feel that you empowered us to do what God had placed within us to do.
Every time you were with us, we came away saying, “We can do this!”

One of the most helpful components of the Campaign was the way in which it involved so many people, including many who
are not always as involved in the life of Grace Church. We feel this involvement led to increased enthusiasm and greater
“buy-in,” both in regard to Open Our Doors and the proposed building project itself. In addition, the Preliminary Survey was
very helpful, and the information gleaned will continue to be helpful to us as we make decisions about our proposed building
addition. We also felt very good about the way in which the meals and snacks helped to build the spirit of fellowship and to
make lighter the tasks before us.

On a more personal note, | grew as a pastor through the Campaign. The Campaign itself demanded more of me than
I realized when we started, but in the end I grew tremendously in my own experience of teamwork and organization, as
well as in my self-confidence in expressing to people the real connection between generosity and Christian discipleship.

Once again, receive our sincere appreciation. Gifts to the Campaign are already being received ahead of schedule.

We look forward to remaining in touch throughout the remainder of the 3-year Giving Phase. May God continue to
bless your leadership and ministry in assisting churches in bearing fruit for the kingdom of God.

Sincerely in Christ,

Thrwes . (oo~

Rev. Thomas D. Corum
Pastor

Visit our website at http://www.salemgraceumc.org
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August 15, 2002

Mr. John L. Hessel

John L. Hessel & Associates
2465 Boardwalk Place

St. Louis, MO 63129

Dear John:

On behalf of the entire congregation of the First Baptist Church of Harvester, please let me take
this opportunity to express our profound thanks for the tremendous job you did as our consultant
in our recent capital stewardship campaign. Having you serving alongside us in your role as
consultant during the months of Hand In Hand meant that I was able to commit crucial hours to
the ongoing ministry needs of our church, relying on your knowledge and expertise in those areas
so critical to the success of any capital stewardship campaign. Thanks for all you did.

Over the last several weeks, I have taken some time to think back through the campaign. As I
considered specifically the role you played in the wonderful success God gave us (we were able to
meet our goal, despite numerous daunting challenges), I jotted down six things that I especially
appr eciated about _yO-h work *vﬂh us. . Iw anted te suarc them with yf,a .fI might.

= Your Ultlmate Goal Throughout the campaign it seemed that your ultimate goal was not to
make yourself look good, but rather to make others look good and for them to experience
success. But more than anything else, your goal was for God to receive the honor and glory in
the campaign. At no time was I ever aware of any desire on your part to make yourself look
good. You modeled true, Christ-like, servant leadership to all of us. ‘

= Follow Through: You did what you said you would do, and more. I am not aware of a single
instance in which you promised something and did not come through on it.

4075 Highway 94 Scuth » Saint Charles, Missouri 63304

4 Phone (636) 928-9757 or (636) 447-5123 Fax: (636) 928-7882
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Mr. John L. Hessle
August 15, 2002
Page 2 of 2

Flexibility: Instead of coming in with a pre-determined, cookie-cutter approach to the
program, you came with a tremendous understanding of the general principles that would
promote success in any capital stewardship campaign. But you gave us options. I was
especially impressed with your ability to work so successfully in a larger church environment
(over 3,300 members). You brought with you the knowledge and experience of having dealt
with all size churches; you knew what had worked and what had not worked. And by giving
us options instead of the one-track approach, you acknowledged repeatedly that the ultimate
control over vital decisions impacting the campaign as well as the future health of the church
was not in your hands but in the hands of our church’s leadership group. You were willing to
place all your knowledge and experience at our disposal, while allowing us the freedom to
make our own calls along the way. Our leaders saw this, and they deeply appreciated it. You
worked with us on calendar issues, adjusting your own calendar in substantial ways to meet
our church’s unique needs.

Excellent Training: Every training session you led was well prepared and professionally
delivered. You were always on time, and you always had a sweet spirit!

Communication: You were responsive to our phone calls, always returning calls promptly. 1

especially appreciated your immediate response anytime we indicated that we were at a point
of crisis. '

» Positive Attitude: John, this is perhaps your greatest strength, apart from your tremendous
knowledge and experience. Throughout the campaign, you projected an attitude of optimism.
“We can do this!” seemed to be communicated in everything you did and said. Our folks
caught this. There was never a time when you were not utterly gracious and Christ-like. In
fact, 1 have not heard one single criticism or comment of concern expressed regarding your
role or performance in the entire campaign. I did, however, hear numerous positive comments
and expressions of gratitude.

John, in conclusion let me just say that if the Lord enables us to do another capital stewardship
campaign here at Harvester, I will come to you as my first choice for a consultant. I appreciated
so very much the opportunity to get to know you and to serve alongside you for those days that
God gave us. May the Lord bless you in your tremendous ministry for Him. I remain

I~

David M. McAlpin, Ph.D.

DMM/jmw



December 29, 2003

To Whom It May Concern:

This fall our church, St. Stephen United Methodist Church of Troy,
MO embarked on a capital campaign in anticipation of building a multi-
purpose building on our new property. Thankfully, God led us to John L.
Hessel and Associates. Three companies were interviewed, but there
was simply no difficulty in selecting the best consultant. John L. Hessel is
a professional and a caring man of God, who has the experience and
insight to assist a church in the achievement of a successful capital
stewardship campaign.

Spiritual Emphasis - The most important and distinguishing
characteristic of this campaign as compared to previous capital campaigns
was the spiritual emphasis. From the first Steering Committee training
meeting right through to the Follow-up Directors Training, John provided
the spiritual basis for every part of the campaign. We knew we couldn’t
accomplish this goal by ourselves. God had to be in it. John guided us to
this point of spiritual emphasis at all stages of the campaign.

Manuals/ Organization of Campaign - The manual was an

excellent tool that was personalized and tailored to meet our churchv's
needs. Numerous training meetings were scheduled at the correct time 1o
allow each person to know exactly what they needed o accomplish and

why. John was always available to answer questions.

Responsiveness - From our first meeting with John it was quite

‘apparent that he is a gifted communicator, who had our interests foremost.

As the campaign directors, we sat in on almost every training session for
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the various team leaders of our steering committee. John listened to each
person with care and concern. Over and over we watched him explain the
simplest of tasks at the level required for the individual to understand.
Several of our steering team members personally called him with
questions. All were answered in a gentle and professional manner.

John brings more to the table than a mere consultant. He is also a
pastor himself who deals with and understands the day to day problems
with running a church. Being local is a major plus. Even the best
consultant is of no value in helping a church with a campaign question if
the consultant it not available. John Hessel is available.

When the time comes for our next campaign, we will contact John
L. Hessel and Associates first. It is apparent that John Hessel's
consultancy is one of his personal ministries to spread the good news of
Jesus Christ. It is impossible not to feel his energy and his love for
reaching others. It was a wonderful experience for all of those involved in
the campaign directly and our congregation is now anxiously awaiting the
ground breaking for our new building.

To God be the glory,

'y N 4 /722//] aif 4/( (e . 1‘<f(i’ﬂ-é"£;fﬁ}]/z:’"‘/""—
- I

Les and Mary Sue Thompson,

Campaign Directors

Window to the Future, From Vision to Reality
St. Stephen United Methodist Church

Troy, MO 63379




Dear Pastor Hessel,

First I wanted to thank you for your wonderful service to our church. Your
presence, kindness, and all around Christian manner were truly a blessing to us in this
exciting and at times trying time. You are truly a man of God and for that I am especially
thankful.

I was truly impressed with all aspects of the campaign. It was extremely well
organized with no question left unanswered and no communication left out.

I was leery about the “testimonies” being a Lutheran pastor and all, but it turned
out to be a very positive thing. I didn’t think it would have much of an effect, but it truly
did. People were often motivated or changed by seeing the commitment of their peers to
our project.

The one very small thing I would change is that, the next time we do this, we
would have you as a guest speaker at our banquet. Also, hopefully next time we don’t
have as much a problem getting volunieers for the many jobs. As was seen, all of the
jobs were truly necessary.

I was kind of worried about the commitment level of the people to the project, but
I was greatly pleased and surprised to see how great it was in spite of the tough economic
times that just happened to coincide with the end of our program.

I am excitedly looking forward to the beginning of our project and its fulfillment.
And then looking forward to having you back to “finish the deal” and get the building
paid for.

Our building committee has decided on a final spending budget of one million
dollars mostly because it is an extremely conservative group of people, but so as to keep
the congregation from living outside its means as the rest of the world seems to be doing.

I am always looking for feedback as well. If you have time and are able, could
you evaluate my role in the program and what I could do better next time? Should I be
more involved in all of the meetings? Should I be more or less in charge of it? Any other
advice you could offer would be helpful.

It was great working with you. You have truly been an inspiration and a blessing
to me. I have learned a lot from you by your clear Christian example.

I pray that God continues to bless you, your wife, and your family.

Your brother in Christ,
Jeremy Klaustermeier

R
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icongregahonal involvement, we dlso witnessed an increase in our §

. Octob_er g, 19,9?;

To Whom It May Concem

‘ - write this letter to enthusmstcally recommend stewa:dsmp consultant, John
Hessel, to your congregation or orgamzatmn for your futare fund-raising project. Faith
Lutheran in Oakville, MO, has been raising funds for a future relocation and expansion
project. Our first fund-ralsmg effort utilized the services of a large well-known company.
The Lord blessed us as we reahzed commitments of over $650,000. ‘We nearly reached
our goals which enabled us to purchase the property for the future expa.usmn Reahzmg we
needed to move into another campaign, our leaders understood that the cost of a second

"stewardshlp cotsultant would be critical for.our congregation to-agree onthe use of a

consultant. After speaking to a reliable Pastor friend who had previously used John for two
stewa:dshlp campaigns, we interviewed Pastor Hessel and felt that his gifts would serve

our needs Well We felt he offered OUmerous beneﬁts to us that other consultants ‘couldn’t
offer, such as:

e An acnve Pastor who understood the challenges that pastors and

congregations are facing today along with the years of expenence and
proven track record asa stewardslup consultant

A local consultant who, was ava:lable any day of the week. He graciously
-took our calls when thére-were questions or concerns. and was there when

we needed him to help us work throu,,h spex.ml challenges (This was
cntlcal we felt to the success of gur campeugn )

A cost toour congr_egatlon: that was less tl_nan half of other large consultant
companies but equally gffective (Actually more effeetive, we felt!).

A preparation emphasis that involved movmg our congregation int

increased prayer. (Our congregauon Wltnessed Wonderful an@v rs to- tb.ese
- pra.yers!) o

As a result of Workxng with: Pastor Hessel, our congregation, with, the Lord's kelp,

has committed over $950,000 to our future building pIOJect‘ Praise God‘ Besides the
morning worship
attendance during the stewaxdslnp emphasis. As a result, many new people were added to
our Faith family. Th15 was truly a conﬁrmatlon of t.he process God led.us through.

As you might have guessed alxeady, Iam deh,,hted to recommend John Hessel to

“you as your next stewardship consultant. May God bless you aslyou seek to carry out His

will and move forward in spreadmv the langdom of Go&!

Sincerely,

ohn Brunette, Pastor b

EQ»_H’PI\IG f‘ND IMPOWERING FOR PURPCSEFUL LIVINT
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Pastor
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November 13, 2002

John Hessel
2465 Boardwalk Place
St. Louis, Missouri 63129

Dear John,

It became obvious shortly after I arrived here some eight months ago that
this church had come to a crossroads. We were at a place where we knew the
renovation of the sanctuary was an essential next step in ministry, but the issue of
financing had become an impossible roadblock. That’s where you came in.

As you met with a group of committees looking at the options for
financing the project, your experience and expertise concerning capital
stewardship campaigns was apparent. Having done this one hundred and eighty
times before, it was obvious that you could handle what we needed to do.

Your work with the Steering Committee and the sub-committees who
worked in planning Steps to the Future was outstanding. When we ran into
problems (and there were more than a couple), you had already been there before
in a previous campaign. Therefore, a Plan B or C was necessary at times. The
wonderful thing about your experience is that a Plan B or C is never a problem for
you. You’ve always been able to answer any questions, sooth any anxieties and
cover any contingencies. We’re grateful for how you dealt with every obstacle.

Steps to the Future has been an overwhelming success because we’ve seen
lives changed, spiritual decisions made and a church became unified around a
vision. Because of what we’ve seen financially, we can now begin to take steps
into our future.

Thank you, John for a job very well done. Your leadership, integrity and
obvious love for Christ and His church make working with you a pleasure and an
honor. May God continue to bless you and use you in this ministry.

Blessings in Christ,

R

el Newton



November 22, 2011

John L. Hessel

John L. Hessel & Associates
2465 Boardwalk Place

St. Louis, MO 63129

Dear John,

We are very thankful for your service to us through our Vision Of Hope capital stewardship campaign.
We have been truly blessed by your wise leadership and your model of a faithful steward of God’s
resources.

It was quite evident from the first time we met, that you were the man for the job. | was most
impressed with your godly character and passion for Jesus. Your ability to connect spiritual and
physical resources together is truly a gift from God. Your wisdom and understanding of kingdom
finances are invaluable assets to any ministry.

If your character got you in the door, your process got you to the table. We were very impressed with
your well thought out process for the campaign. Your emphasis on the vision of the church and how
the building project helped to fulfill that vision was beneficial in focusing our church on the important
things not just the necessary things. Since this was our first capital stewardship campaign, your vast
experience and pertinent examples helped to give us the assurance we needed. The structure of the
whole process was well laid out and easy to follow.

Throughout the entire process your ciose proximity and personal availability facilitated a wonderful
working relationship. We so appreciated both the leadership and the freedom that you gave us
during the entire process.

It has been great working with you. Thank you for the privilege of getting to know you and benefiting
from your wisdom and experience.

Blessings,

Robert Stovall
Pastor

2923 Telegraph Rd. e St. Louis, MO 63125 « phone 314.487.2223 « fax 314.487.1658 « www.vineyard-stl.com




November 19, 2007

John L. Hessel
2465 Boardwalk Place
St. Louis, Mo. 63129

Dear John:

We are very thankful that God brought you to King of Kings Lutheran Church. It was a
delight to work with you, an opinion shared by the entire steering team. You are a fine
man of God, very spiritual, with a wonderful way of expressing your faith. All who met
you were inspired and glad you were working with us. Certainly being located only 45
minutes away was a big advantage to us, as you were always willing to come meet with
the team as needed. Hopefully we did not abuse that privilege.

Your process is a good one, well laid out, easy to understand, and the templates and
examples from other churches were very helpful. Virtually all of the people involved
worked easily with their section and enjoyed their participation. I especially appreciated
the emphasis on prayer and Bible based stewardship as motivators, as opposed to
pressure tactics or targeted commitments.

In summary we had a wonderful campaign. It was a positive spiritual experience. The
bottom line results far exceeded our expectations, especially considering that our
campaign did not raise money for a building but for ministries, projects and debt
reduction.

It has been a pleasure working with you, both professionally and as a new found friend.
Blessings on your future campaigns,

Bob Breimeier

Campaign Director

Cc. Pastor Doug Chinberg
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John L. Hessel
2465 Boardwalk Place
St. Louis, Mo. 63129

Dear John,
Thank you, for working with us as our Consultant in Heartland’s Building in Faith
Ca.pltal ?tewardshlp Campaign this spring. After interviewing two other Stewardship

Consulianis we chose you because of

- Your experience and professionalism.

- Your view of stewardship in Scripture and it’s application.
- Your genuine accessibility, both by phone and in person.

- Your humble communication with us instead of to us.

Don’t ever lose that!

As the campaign progressed and developed all these early observations and expectations
were born out in our stewardship experience, especially as problems surfaced. Although
the problems we encountered were not predictable your experience proved critically
valuable in helping us to successfully deal with them and contributed to the ultimate
success of our campaign.

As of July 15,2001 #97 Heartland families have committed to give $517,410, Praise the
Lord for the sacrificial hearts of his people here at Heartland!

As you know, it really isn’t about raising money. Although that’s what happens visibly,
it’s secondary. it’s primarily about improving people’s reiationships with God. That’s tie
first and immediate benefit realized in this campaign. Raising the funds flows out of
hearts in line with God. Thanks for helping us to experience that.

In conclusion, we could say, “We truly got our money’s worth”. Or, we could say « We
had the right man of God for us and our task . I say both. Furthermore, I wholeheartedly
recommend John Hessel to any fellowship of believers seeking God’s will in the
expansion of their ministry. John may the Lord bless you, your Family and your Ministry.

_InHim. M&%

Dav1d E. Altis
Capital Stewardship Campaign Director

Pastor Youth Pastor Associate Pastor
Darren Casper Brent Thies Don Casper



